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HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF THE ENTRY OF PIO-
NEERS INTO THE STATE OF
UTAH

(Mr. CANNON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial.)

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
honor of today’s 150th anniversary of
the entry of the pioneers into Utah.
The pioneer exodus was an event of
monumental proportions. Seeking a
land of opportunity and freedom, over
80,000 Mormon pioneers made the trek
west in wagons, on horses, and on foot,
covering the rugged trail from the
shores of the Mississippi to the valley
of the Great Salt Lake. It was blister-
ing hot in the summer and deathly cold
in the winter. Obstacles included dis-
ease, fatigue, hunger, and hostile na-
tives.

My great grandfather, George Q. Can-
non, was among those pioneers. At the
age of 17, he lost both parents along
the trail. Yet young George trekked
on. He went on to become a Utah lead-
er, fighting for statehood while serving
in this very body as a territorial rep-
resentative.

Today I honor my ancestor and his
fellow pioneers for having the courage,
fortitude, and the faith in every foot-
step to push on despite the obstacles,
creating a legacy of faith and freedom.

f

TAX RELIEF FOR FAMILIES WHO
TRULY NEED IT

(Mr. GEPHARDT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks and include extraneous
material.)

Mr. GEPHARDT. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to introduce to all of my
colleagues the Boyer family of Ste.
Genevieve, MO, in my district. No
strangers to hard work and sacrifice,
the Boyers are struggling to provide
their children with a quality edu-
cation.

Cecil is a janitor in the County Sher-
iff’s Department; Mary, a biology and
algebra teacher for the past 23 years at
Valle Catholic High School, has started
working a second job as an attendant
at a local gas station.

Now not only are the Boyers taking
out student loans, but their daughter,
Cathy, a junior at Central Missouri
State and their son, Kevin, a Jefferson
Community College student are also
working part-time jobs. Combined, the
Boyer family, four people working five
jobs, make about $50,000 a year, middle
class by anybody’s definition of the
word.

Under the Democratic tax plan, the
Boyers would receive a $1,584 tax cut;
under the Republican vision of tax re-
lief the Boyers would receive only $528
in tax cuts.

Republicans have taken weeks to
reach agreement on a unified tax cut

proposal, but for most middle-income
families like the Boyers it was not
worth waiting for.

We hope the President can persuade
Republicans to move toward the Demo-
cratic tax cut and direct relief into the
pockets of the families who truly need
it.
f

MOVING TOWARD THE GOAL OF
LESS GOVERNMENT AND MORE
FREEDOM FOR THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE

(Mr. RYUN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. RYUN. Mr. Speaker, this morn-
ing I would like to review some recent
history. It is a matter of record that
the American people have not had a
tax cut in 16 years. It is also a matter
of record that the Federal budget has
not balanced in 28 years. It is a matter
of record that we have never had Medi-
care reform.

Mr. Speaker, the 105th Congress is
about to change all of that. This Con-
gress is on the verge of passing the
first tax cut in 16 years. This Congress
is about to achieve the first balanced
budget since 1969. This Congress is
about to enact the first major reform
in the Medicare Program in history.

While I do not believe the tax cuts go
far enough and the budget will not be
balanced soon enough, I do believe that
we are moving toward the goal of less
government and more freedom for the
citizens of this Nation. The American
people whom we serve deserve this.
f

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR PRO-
VISION IS BAD FOR THE FUTURE
OF OUR ECONOMY

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, the
independent contractor provision is a
potential disaster for the working peo-
ple of our country. What would it do if
adopted?

It would take away health care and
pension benefits from millions of em-
ployees.

It would punish socially responsible
employers and reward companies which
refuse to invest in their workers.

It would mean an instant tax in-
crease for workers who would pay
twice as much in Medicare and Social
Security taxes.

It would deny workers their legal
protections against sex, race, age, and
disability discrimination.

It would lead to the misclassification
of millions of employees, and this
would cost the U.S. Treasury billions
of dollars.

Mr. Speaker, the independent con-
tractor clause is bad for employees, bad
for legitimate businesses, and bad for
the future of our economy. Twelve Re-
publicans wrote to the Speaker of the
House citing their serious reservations

about this clause. Seventy-nine Demo-
crats wrote to the President asking
him to delete this provision.

Let us reaffirm our commitment to
America’s workers and eliminate this
provision from the final budget bill.
f

REPUBLICANS WANT TO EMPOWER
FAMILIES BY TAKING AWAY
SPENDING DECISIONS OF IRS
AND PUTTING THEM BACK
WHERE THEY BELONG

(Mr. ROGAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, every
morning in America, working families
get up, send someone to work, some-
times two parents to work; they earn a
paycheck, and they are required by law
to send a big chunk of it back to the
IRS in Washington, DC, so bureaucrats
can make spending decisions for their
families.

The Republicans in this Congress
have proposed empowering families by
taking those spending decisions away
from the IRS and putting them back
where they belong.

Our friends on the left do not agree
with that proposal. They want to stop
this tax cut, and the only way they can
do it is to find some reason to be
against it, and the argument we hear
day after day is that it is a tax cut for
the rich.

We should ask ourselves who they
mean by the rich. They mean people
earning $50,000 a year, like the family
that the distinguished gentleman from
Missouri [Mr. GEPHARDT] showed us. If
someone owns a TV set and can listen
to this debate, they are probably the
rich they are talking about.
f

AMERICA’S WORKING FAMILIES
DESERVE TAX RELIEF, NOT A
TIME BOMB

(Mr. BONIOR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, the $50,000
argument my friend makes; it is not
$50,000. Sixty percent of their bill, their
tax bill, goes to people who make
$250,000 a year or more. This tax plan is
a time bomb. It reminds me of those
crazy TV furniture commercials that
we see on TV: No money down, no in-
terest, no payment until 1999.

Mr. Speaker, who is going to get
stuck with the bill taking care of these
people making a quarter of a million a
year that are going to get 60 percent of
this bill? It is going to be America’s
working families.

Under this bill, a young police officer
supporting a family makes $23,000 a
year, puts his life on the line every
day. He would not get a single dollar in
child tax credit, not a single dollar.
But when the deficit starts to soar
again, he is going to foot the bill for
those millionaires and those wealthy
people.
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The numbers do not lie. This Repub-

lican plan will create a deficit of $750
billion just as millions of baby boomers
start to retire. It is a giveaway, an ir-
responsible giveaway to the wealthy in
this country, it is not fair. America’s
working families deserve tax relief, not
a time bomb.
f

THE TRUTH ABOUT TAX RELIEF

(Mr. KNOLLENBERG asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I
want to respond to my friend from
Michigan, Mr. BONIOR.

The administration continues to
crunch numbers, trying to make most
Americans rich; Americans, by the
way, that are struggling, who are not
rich.

I believe, finally, there is a balance
here in this body that wants to give a
tax cut to those people that deserve it.
There are those on the other side of the
aisle who complain about the tax cut,
and I think they are really showing
their true colors. They do not really
care about struggling families, they do
not want a tax cut anyway. What they
want is to increase our taxes, they
want the Government to have more of
our money.

So if my colleagues really want a tax
cut, just admit it and do all the work-
ing people in this country a favor: Tell
them they do not know what is best for
their family, tell them they need to
pay more taxes, tell them they would
rather take more money out of their
pocket, tell them they should give
more to the IRS. But please tell them
the truth about tax relief.
f

b 1015

GOOD NEWS AND BAD NEWS

(Mr. ROTHMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, now is
the time to give a tax cut to working
and middle-income Americans. But
there is good news and bad news in
America today. The good news is that
in the last 4 years, the Democrats,
under President Clinton, have brought
down the deficit, reduced the size of
government, and we are on course to
balance the Federal budget. It is time
to give American families some of
their hard-earned money back.

But the bad news today is that the
Republicans want to give most of the
tax cuts to the very wealthiest of
Americans. Under the Republican plan,
almost 70 percent of the tax cuts would
go to the top 20 percent of income earn-
ers in America. Working and middle-
class Americans need and deserve the
tax cuts more. There is a difference be-
tween the Democrat tax cut plan and
the Republican tax cut plan.

I have put forward a bill called the
Lifetime Learning Affordability Act,

which would actually give parents tax
deductible IRA-like savings accounts
so hardworking Americans could pro-
vide for their children’s college edu-
cation in a cheaper and safer way. Mr.
Speaker, it is time we invest in work-
ing and middle-class Americans with a
tax cut for them, not the rich.
f

A NEW DAWN IN AMERICA

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, there is
a new dawn in America for working
men and women. The Republican tax
cuts will enable all hardworking Amer-
icans to keep more, not less, of the
money they earn, giving them more
freedom to grow, more freedom to pros-
per, and more freedom to create new
jobs for others.

It will allow them to meet their per-
sonal needs and to fulfill their family
responsibilities. A working father and
mother will not have to take that sec-
ond job that takes them away from
their kids or from doing the things
they enjoy. They will have more time
to make a positive difference in their
community. They will not have to go
into debt or mortgage the family home
or business just to send their kids to
college. They can pursue that once out
of reach dream of starting their own
business.

Too often, Mr. Speaker, the crushing
burden of Federal taxes undermines
these vital opportunities and takes
away our freedom to pursue our
dreams. The Republican tax relief
package is a first step in restoring
those stolen dreams and freedoms, or
creating new opportunities for all
Americans to explore and enjoy.

I urge all my colleagues to support
the Republican tax plan.
f

WINDFALL FOR THE RICH

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, what
my colleagues on the other side of the
aisle are not telling us about is the $22
billion windfall they are providing to
the richest corporations in this Nation,
the Exxons, the Boeings, where they
would phase out in some instances the
tax obligations of the richest corpora-
tions in the United States; yes, Mr.
Speaker, zero, some of these corpora-
tions would pay zero in tax dollars,
while hardworking middle-income
American families would have to con-
tinue to pay their taxes, and these
folks would get away with it.

Mr. Speaker, let me just tell the
Members that they have come up with
a new tax plan which is in the papers
this morning, that proved that they
have not changed their spots at all.
This proposal combines the worst poli-
cies of the House and Senate tax bills.

Do not take my word for it, let me
quote from an editorial in this morn-
ing’s Washington Post. I quote:

The tax provisions remain the worst aspect
of the GOP legislation. They are tilted
hugely toward the very rich, and in the long
run, would be a far larger drain on the Treas-
ury than their authors acknowledge.

This latest budget proposal makes
Republican priorities clear, clear as a
bell: Huge tax breaks for the richest in-
dividuals and corporations in the Unit-
ed States.
f

REPUBLICAN CONSENSUS ON TAX
RELIEF

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, I am very
proud of my fellow Republicans. Last
night we met for 3 hours and openly
and honestly discussed our faults and
our hopes for the future. We have heard
and read the rumors about the non-
existent or alleged coup attempt, and
we all know the Republicans do not al-
ways agree. But we decided to work to-
gether to overcome the obstacles that
we have.

I admire our leadership. They open
themselves to the media every day.
Their lives are scrutinized by the pub-
lic microscope, and this makes us all
very guarded. Yet last night they
opened themselves, they were vulner-
able, honest, and frank. Any dif-
ferences we had yesterday morning are
now behind us. We are looking forward
now.

As a team we are fighting for tax re-
lief for working Americans. Together
we will do all we can to overcome any
reason, any excuse the opponents have
to overcome tax relief, or to oppose tax
relief.

Eventually there will be only one
vote for tax relief. It will be at the re-
quest of the American people, with the
consent of Congress, and with the
agreement of the President. Either
Members are for tax relief or they are
against it. The Republicans have come
together to get tax relief for working
Americans.
f

BEWARE OF UNITED STATES-
CHINA RELATIONSHIP

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, the
country that tried to buy our presi-
dency is now a country that holds the
fate of the U.S. economy in its claws.
While politicians in Washington are
playing politics, China is now holding
the third largest United States debt,
right behind England and Japan. Beam
me up.

And make no mistake, the people
running China are Communists. Com-
munists do not give a damn about de-
mocracy, and Communists have never
supported America.
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